The Third Arab-Israeli War
will return even if it takes them 1000 years'". The antagonism of
the Arabs toward the Israelis, in fact, goes on increasing
steadily as the occupation continues. "Without a settlement ot
the issues [including the refugee problem] that caused the [June
1967] conflict", commented the New York Times, "Israel will
have gained only another breathing spell and the Middle East
will remain an area of ferment and danger" .136
perils of continuing confrontation
It appears that the present Israeli policy of prolonging indefinitely
the military occupation of Arab territories and of disclaiming all
responsibility for the plight of Arab refugees, plus the repealed
statements made by Israeli leaders that some, if not all, of the
lands taken over since 5 June 1967, are now permanently
Israeli — all these have made the negotiation of an Arab-Israeli
settlement extremely difficult. A realistic appraisal of Arab politics
and of Arab popular emotions clearly indicates that Arab gov-
ernments could not yet consent to deal directly with Israel and
York Times, Weekly Review, 11 June 1967, p. 6. It is a pity
that the Arabs should be engaged in a conflict with Israel when coopera-
tion with her offers far greater rewards to them. In relation to population
and land area, Israel is today one of the world's treasure troves of trained
human resources. The managerial, technical, scientific and medical
wealth of Israel are precisely the elements that are most scarce in the
Arab nations. And with these, Israel can make a real contribution to the
economic advancement of the Middle East, if the political situation per-
mits this kind of cooperation. There can hardly be any more fruitful
combination than the union of the Arab nations" resources — including
their enormous wealth of oil and their huge population — with the skills
and knowledge of Israel. Then with international assistance, which most
probably would not be lacking, the deserts of Arabia could be made to
bloom and the lot of the ordinary Arab peasant could be quickly lifted
to heights that would be otherwise difficult for them to achieve in the
foreseeable future.
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